Poehl6 notices that infection must depend in part on the capability of the organism to receive it, and this in tui n on the respiration of the tissues. Defects in this function may be caused by (1) low alkalinity of the blood, (2) deficient oxygen, (3) retention of effete products, (4) intestinal fermentation. The last may be inferred when the organic sulphates of the urine are in excess of one-tenth of the organic, or when the indican is much increased. Deficient alkalinity is shown when the bisodic phosphate is less than half the normal. Defective oxidation is present when the urea nitrogen is less than ninetenths of the total nitrogen excreted, or when the sodium chloride is less than half the urea. Thus, the examination of the urine will disclose many of the conditions which render an animal susceptible to infection. Blumreich and Jacoby7 extirpated the spleen in a large number of animals, and found that they survived lethal doses of various bacilli; probably through the increased leucocytosis which it produced leading to an increased destruction of bacilli.
Calmette8 and which resembled the toxic ascending myelitis produced by the injection of certain poisons. The patient pricked his finger at the post-mortem of a person dead from rabies, and underwent 16 injections to prevent infection. Paraplegia, lumbar pain, hyperesthesia, and rise of temperature followed. The upper limbs next became involved, and the heart beats were much quickened; but the injections were stopped, and recovery quickly took place. It is denied that it could be a form of paralytic rabies from the symptoms and incubation period, and Brouardel himself confesses that the source of the poison is not known, though as an illustration of the rare and usually fatal disease, acute ascending paralysis, the attack was of much interest.
